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meridian. Measures may be made on one or both sides of the 
meridian, and they may be repeated three or more times, so as 
to reduce the accidental errors. This method has been most 
extensively used by Professor Hough, of the Dearborn Obser^ 
vatory, Chicago. For his fine series of measures, the formula 
necessary for the reduction of the measures to the central meri¬ 
dian, and his careful discussion of them, see the Annual Deports 
of the Dearborn Observatory, and especially that for 1882. From 
measures on thirty-one nights he found the mean error of a single 
pair of measures dzo m *9, and ±o m *4 for the average mean pro¬ 
bable error for any day. 

In conclusion, we may gather from the above notes that 
careful eye-estimates (the line joining the eyes being placed 
parallel to the belts), on good nights, and after some practice, will 
be worthy of confidence, and form useful contributions to the 
study of the phenomena of the planet. 

Mr. E. Crosslev’s Observatory , 

Bermerside, Halifax. 


Note on the Period of T Centauri . By Alex. W. Roberts. 

The minimum of T Centauri which took place in April 1896 
happened at the same time as full moon, and so a direct deter¬ 
mination of it was impossible. 

Observations taken immediately before and after the 
minimum indicates that the minimum took place 1896 April 26. 
A minimum (observed both by Lieut,-Col. Mark wick and myself) 
took place on 1895 April 26, and between these two dates there 
are four light variations, three of which have been observed at 
Lovedale. We thus obtain for T Centauri a period of 91*5 days, 
a period in satisfactory agreement with that already determined 
(Monthly Notices , March 1896, vol. lvi., p. 349), viz., 91*2 days. 

In his Ephemeriden veranderlicher Sterne fur 1896, page 2, 
Dr. Hartwig considers that a period of 360 days satisfies the 
earlier measures. Considering four periods to have taken place 
in 360 days we obtain a period of 90 days. Still some uncertainty 
must surround a determination of this kind, inasmuch as it is 
obtained simply from observations taken at or near maximum, and 
the maximum of T Centauri is not so distinctly marked as the 
minimum phase. 

I hope by the close of the year to deal more fully with 
this, as well as with other southern long period variables ; my 
present purpose, however, is fulfilled in substantiating the period 
given in the paper already referred to. 

Lovedale : 

May 1896. 
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June 1896. Greenwich Observations of Comet. 
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